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Introduction

Today in our society, the labour market pro-
motes life skill learning in order for local citizens
to be more creative and productive. In schools,
vocational subjects are the pathways where stu-
dentslearn these life skills for them to be success-
ful in the future. One of the subjects introduced
in the Samoa National Curriculum for Secondary
Levels is Food and Textiles Technology (FTT).
Students studying FTT are given the opportunity
to learn about where their food comes from, how
it is produced and how they can prepare it. Simi-
larly for textiles, students learn where the mate-
rials they use are from, how they are produced
and how they can design them.

Classes focus on allowing students to acquire a
wide range of knowledge and skills within a di-
verse range of optional topics. The major focus of
classes is on developing students’ practical skills
and learning new techniques. Sub-strands or unit
topics include food, health and nutrition, hygiene,
safety, developing skills and techniques in food
preparation using appropriate equipment.

In textiles students are allowed to develop
their capacity to make decisions, solve prob-
lems and develop critical thinking skills. Les-
sons focus on developing student knowledge
of the techniques required to build various tex-
tile items such as school bags, pillow cases, and
clothing items. Students are given the flexibility
to add their own creative ‘twist’ to items as they
sew. Sustainability is a key focus where students
can discover the importance of recycling, reusing
and reproducing textile items.

FTT gives students opportunities to discover
and further develop their critical and creative
competences that in turn improve individual and
family wellbeing. The FTT curriculum includes
clothing, consumerism, community services, de-
sign, families, fashion, food, food science, health,
human development, living environments, man-
agement, nutrition, textiles and much more.

Structure of the Curriculum Statement

The Samoa Secondary Curriculum Overview
Document, which outlines the framework of
underpinning principles and required learn-
ing areas; and a set of subject curriculum state-
ments which define the learning principles and
achievement aims and objectives which all Sa-
moan schools are required to follow.

This curriculum statement sets out the pro-
gressions of skills and knowledge for students in
secondary schools in Samoa. It applies to:
¢ all secondary schools in Samoa;

« all students irrespective of gender, ethnicity,
belief, ability, social or cultural background;

e Years 9-12 of secondary schooling.

Each school provides programmes of learning
which may be part, or all of the national curric-
ulum in response to local needs, priorities and
resources. The FTT Curriculum Statement pro-
vides a basis for teachers to plan programmes for
teaching FTT in secondary schools. The learning
programmes developed by schools must provide
the experiences and opportunities for students
to achieve the standards that are included in the
national curriculum.

The way this curriculum statement is organ-
ised provides information for teachers, students,
parents, family and the wider community, on
what students are expected to be able to do in
each year of secondary schooling.
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The structure of the Food and Textile Technology Curriculum.

All national subject curriculum statements are
organised to show the:

1. General Aims of the subject curriculum

2. Organising Strands of the curriculum
3. Sub-Strands that organise the learning
within the strands
4. Major Learning Outcomes (MLO) to be
achieved at each year level.
The structure of the FTT Curriculum is illus-
trated in the diagram on the next page.
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Major Learning Outcomes
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The structure of the strand 2 of the Food and Textile Technology Curriculum.
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Key Principles

The National Curriculum Framework lists key
five principles which underpin all aspects of the
Samoan education including the development of
the curriculum. They are:

Equity

Equity requires that the system will treat all
individuals fairly and justly in the provision of
educational opportunities. Policies and prac-
tices which advantage some social groups and
disadvantage others will be avoided, while those
which address existing inequalities in access,
treatment and outcome will be promoted.

Quality

Educational quality is exemplified by high
standards of academic achievement, cultural un-
derstanding and social behavior, and results from
the complex interplay of professional and techni-
cal factors, and social cultural practices. Policies
promoting these will focus on the learning insti-
tutions and specifically on day to day classroom
practices including monitoring, assessment and
reporting of students outcomes and teaching ef-
fective.

Relevance

Relevance in education implies a system which
is meaningful, recognised, applicable and useful

Curriculum Principles

This Food and Textiles Technology (FTT) cur-
riculum is based on the Principles of the Samoa
Secondary School Curriculum as stated in the
Samoan Secondary School Curriculum Overview
Document. The Principles are that the curriculum:

e provides a challenge for all students, reflects
the need to be inclusive and allows for individ-
ual differences;

« fosters and enhances the self-concept of all

to one’s life. It should enhance individual and
community well-being and ultimately nation-
al development, including cultural, humanistic,
and spiritual aspects. Policy decisions will ad-
dress what is relevant to the individual learner,
to the community and nation.

Efficiency

Efficiency in education is demonstrated by
leadership and management practices which
ensure optimum use of resources (human, fi-
nancial and material) at all levels, efficient
service delivery, effective communication and
coordinated and transparent decision making.
Policies will reflect the need to be both efficient
and effective.

Sustainability

Sustainability requires the wise utilisation of
human, financial and material resources, to en-
sure balanced and continual development in
the system. Transparency and accountability
are necessary at all levels. The collective values,
trust, integrity, and a sense of responsibility for
the common good in community and national
development will be promoted.

learners, and encourages them to be self-di-
rected in their learning;

e provides all learners with a broad and bal-
anced general education;

e will be based on what is best in Samoan tradi-
tion: fa’a Samoa;

e will be responsive to change so that it is rele-
vant to the needs of the individual learner, the



well-being of the community, and ultimately to
national development;

e provides for flexibility taking into account the
context in which schools operate and the re-
sources available to them;

e establishes a direction for learning and en-
sures that each learner’s school experience

General Aims

The general aims of the FTT curriculum are to

provide opportunities for students to: :

e Develop their knowledge, skills, creativi-
ty and understanding in Food and Textiles
within the family and cultural settings.

e Provide experiences using technological
practice to solve every day problems and
enhance the Soifua Maloloina (health and
wellbeing) of self and others.

Strands

The curriculum statement is divided into six
strands. The strands are:

e The Design Process;

¢ Food and Nutrition;

¢ Caring for the Family;

¢ Consumer Responsibilities;

¢ Design and Textiles;

e Communication in Food and Textiles Tech-
nology.

¢ The use of technological practice to meet
everyday situations is an essential part of
the curriculum. Teachers are encouraged
to consider the application of technological
practice when delivering units of work.

progresses in a systematic and coherent way;

e promotes the presentation of essential knowl-
edge by means of a systematic bilingual meth-
odology;

e promotes language learning in all areas of the
curriculum;

 encourages the use of good assessment practice.

e Give students the knowledge and skills to
make informed decisions as consumers,
thereby maximising the resources available
to the individual and families.

¢ Increase the awareness of career opportuni-
ties in the areas of Food and Textiles.

Sub-strands

Each strand has a sub-strand which drives
the major learning outcomes of Food and Tex-
tile Technology. The Major Learning Outcomes
establish a clear and structured progression
of Key Learning Outcomes that span the years
9-12. They provide an overview of the expected
learning in each strand. Many Food and Textiles
situations are a mix of activities and therefore, a
range of Learning Outcomes from some or all of
the strands may be woven together into learning
situations. This integration enables teachers to
develop units of work which best meet students’
needs and enriches their experiences. It also en-
ables students to see connections between the
different aspects of the subject and enable them
to apply technological practices in solving and
meeting life’s challenges.
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From their study of the Design Process stu-
dents will understand:

e The principles of the design process;

e The design decisions in products developed
by themselves and others;

e How to apply imagination and creativity to
solve practical problems.

From their study of Food and Nutrition stu-
dents will develop their knowledge, skills and
understanding of:

» Keeping food safe;

e Food nutrients and their application in food
preparation;

¢ Food budgeting.

From their study of Caring for the Family stu-
dents will develop their knowledge, skills and
understanding of:

¢ The changing nature of families;

¢ The effect of lifestyle on family members;

e The responsibilities that family members
have to each other.

From their study of Consumer Responsibili-
ties students will develop their knowledge, skills
and understanding of:

e The rights and responsibilities of consumers;
» The responsibilities of service providers;
» Resource management

From their study of Design and Textiles stu-
dents will understand:

e Fibres and fabrics;
e Techniques and processes of textile projects.

From their study of Communication in Food
and Textile Technology students will partici-
pate effectively through developing:

¢ Oral communication skills;

e Written communication skills;

« Skills to apply, investigate, research and re-
port technological practices.

Major Learning Outcomes

The learning outcomes relating to each of the
key learning outcomes outline the knowledge
and essential skills which students develop as
they learn FTT. Most learning outcomes relate to
a specific content area.

In the strand Food and Nutrition, there are two
key learning outcomes which are not linked to
a specific content area. These are “Personal Hy-
giene and Safe Food Practices” and “Techniques
and Processes with Food”. They are listed at the
end of the specific aims “Keeping Food Safe” and
“Food Nutrients and their Application in Food
Preparation”. These two key learning outcomes
relate to skills that are essential in all activities
involving food preparation.

In Years 9 and 10 students develop basic skills
in these two areas. In Years 11 & 12, as the prac-
tical activities relating to food become more
complex, the skill level of students is extended.



Approaches to Teaching and Learning

The national curriculum is aimed at enabling
students to learn. Learning is a process by which
new understandings are constructed. Students
learn best when they take action themselves to
generate and create meaning and to apply the
new knowledge in meaningful situations.

Teaching practices must aim for effective
learning to take place in the classroom. Students
are more likely to be engaged in effective learn-
ing if teachers use interactive activities such as
discussion, investigation and reflection, problem
solving, and peer work. These types of activities
help students to think deeply about the con-
tent they are learning and demonstrate they are
learning through interaction.

There are also general approaches that are
part and partial of everyday teaching and learn-
ing. These approaches include, but not limited to
the following:

Assessment and Evaluation

Assessment is the process of gathering mean-
ingful information that is used to makejudge-
ments. Judgements can be made on aspects such
as learners’ performance against the achieve-
ment objectives and the quality and effectiveness
of learning programmes. Assessment and evalu-
ation of Food and Textile Technology teaching
and learning must reflect the principles in the
Samoa Secondary Curriculum:

The National Curriculum framework recognis-
es the relationship between all aspects of a cur-
riculum and methods of assessment because as-
sessment is the cornerstone of outcomes-based
learning in all subjects and it is an integral part
of teaching and learning in every classroom. It is
the process of collecting and evaluating evidenc-
es of students’ learning in order to determine the
progress of students, and to inform judgements
and interventions to improve students’ perfor-
mances.

An outcomes-focused approach to assessment
should involve, but not limited to the following:

Discussing with students the achievement
objectives and learning outcomes and suc-
cess criteria to achieve them.

Recognizing that learning is demonstrated
and communicated through oral and writ-
ten academic language that should be ex-
plicit and articulate.

Adopt the three R’s - Read, Research and
React as a proactive strategy for studying
ahead of schedule. Read the material be-
fore the teaching is delivered, research by
finding out more about what has been read
and then react by self-testing one’s own
understanding, and noting down what is
not understood to discuss with teachers.

Allowing ample time to provide feedback
and formulate responses and actions to
eliminate obstacles to students’ progress
and/or enhance successful learning.

Constructing a range of assessment prac-
tices to provide useful information on stu-
dents’ progress against the achievement
objectives stated in the curriculum.

Encouraging the use of local resources and
improvising by using what is available for
projects, experiments and research.

Promoting and encouraging skills and
knowledge internal assessments such as
independent or individualized research/
projects, oral presentations to test stu-
dents’ knowledge and understanding of
the curriculum, practical experimenting
with oral and written communication of
findings etc.,

Keeping assessment and evaluation as an
ongoing process where feedback com-
ments are provided to the students on a
timely basis and interventions and other
support are provided wherever and when-
ever needed.

Timely reporting to parents or guardians
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of students’ performances so that parental
support is involved in the push to improve
where needed.

¢ Providing opportunities for students to be
involved in the planning of the assessment
of their own work.

¢ Construction of written assignments, tests
and examinations to include questions that
tests individual interpretations of a situa-
tion i.e. where there is no set right answer.
Such assessments encourage the students
to think beyond just rote recalling of for-
mulars, calculations and concepts.

¢ Add a relevant scenario for FTT e.g., pro-
viding opportunities for students to ex-
plore and experience related to FTT, meth-
odologies that consider global impacts of
climate change etc.

Assessment, learning and teaching as an on-
going process is illustrated by the following di-
agram:

Plan

from texts
and standards

Teaching
Learning
Cycle

FIGURE 3.

Assessment, learning and teaching as an
ongoing process.

Essential Skills

Essential skills are the broad skills that are de-
veloped throughout the years of schooling. The
essential skills are developed as a result of the
quality of the experiences provided in all class-
room and school activities. They are used by stu-
dents in all school activities as well as in their
social and cultural world outside the school. Sa-
moa’s National Curriculum Policy Framework
specifies seven essential skills.

There are three purposes of assessment:

Assessment for learning

These assessments should be diagnostic and
feedback assessments (classroom activities/
homeworks/assignments) so the teacher can
improve the teaching and learning by diagnosing
the learning strengths and weaknesses of stu-
dents before the teaching and learning contin-
ues. The results of diagnosis should enable the
teachers to give constructive feedback and for-
mulate activities and responses to improve the
learning where needed and ensuring the learn-
ing proceeds satisfactorily.

Assessment as learning

These assessments are learning outcomes
based. Activities are constructed to test the stu-
dents’ understanding of the learning outcome
expected of them. Constant and timely feedback
must be provided so that students are aware of
their responsibilities as learners.

Assessment of learning

These assessments are summative tests and
examinations that take place at the end of a unit
or strand or end of a term. It is equally important
as the other assessments above, that the feed-
back for students to be constant and timely so
that ample opportunities and time for students
to react and contribute to correcting or improv-
ing their own learning are provided.

Good assessment practices should be fair,
valid, open, reliable and manageable.

The Food and Textile Technology Curriculum
involves students in using technological practice
to help:

e Overcome a persons’s everyday food, tex-
tile, family or consumer problems;

e Solve bigger issues that affect the family
and community.



Technology integrates knowledge and skills
from other curriculum areas apart from the spe-
cific skills related to Food and Textiles. This pro-
vides the opportunity for all the essential skills
to be covered. The essential skills most consis-
tently applied in Food and Textile Technology are
communication, information, problem solving,
social, self- management, physical and work and
study sKkills.

The term ‘Design Brief’ is often used to de-
scribe the process of presenting to students a
problem or issue that needs to be solved. The De-
sign Brief states the requirements of an individu-
al or group of people wanting a particular human
need or want satisfied. The individual or group
of people whose need is attempting to be met is
sometimes referred to as the client or customer.

Communication underpins all learning and in-
cludes reading, writing, speaking and listening, vi-
sual and graphic representation, non-verbal com-
munication and the use of number and data to
convey meaning. In FTT, this means that students
are required to read, write, discuss and develop
the skills of discrimination and critical analysis
when they interpret oral, written and visual texts.
It also requires students to be competent in using
information and communication technologies es-
sential for participation in society.

This involves the use of enquiry and reasoning,
gathering data and processing information, pos-
ing creative solutions and evaluating outcomes.
Mathematical concepts and skills are often used
when solving problems. In FTT, this means that
the students will develop the ability to gather,
interpret and use information, determine its rel-
evance, and present it constructively and appro-
priately, as a basis for solving problems and mak-
ing decisions. The interpretation and writing up
of information presented in recipes, instructions,
designs, and presenting information, is an integral
part of both visual and written strands of FTT.

This involves the use of visual and perform-
ing arts as a means of expression and requires
an appreciation of the aesthetic value of objects
and experiences. In FTT, this means that stu-
dents will be able to develop artistic and creative
skills through visual language, journal writing,

story-telling, dramatisation and other opportu-
nities presented which require individual inno-
vation and creativity.

The capacity to operate socially and to work
effectively with others is an essential skill. It
requires an understanding of context, cultural
norms and expectations and the ability to negoti-
ate and reach consensus. It also involves individ-
uals developing ethical behavior and values in-
cluding an informed understanding of the issues
associated with gender. In FTT this means recog-
nising the importance of social and cooperative
skills for learning and language development.
Many of the approaches to learning and teach-
ing FTT include group and cooperative activities
that are designed to help students develop their
ability to use language and communicate with
others. This statement also recognises the need
for students to develop respect for individual dif-
ferences, and to participate in a range of social
and cultural settings.

Students need to be able to manage their time
effectively to allow them to pursue personal, spir-
itual, sporting and academic interests. They need
to know how to resolve conflict in constructive
ways that allow all involved to feel that they have
been treated with fairness and respect. They
need to take personal responsibility for their
choices and actions and learn from both their
mistakes and successes. This includes responsi-
bility for personal health and fitness. These are
an integral part of any language programme. Stu-
dents should take responsibility for their own
learning and for working independently and
in groups. Learning and teaching programmes
must provide opportunities for self-monitoring
and self-evaluation and enable students to set
goals for themselves.

While learning areas are used as the organ-
isers of knowledge, the prime purpose of edu-
cation is for students to understand the world
around them and see the links between the vari-
ous areas. This requires a deep and thorough un-
derstanding of subjects so the knowledge gained
can be linked to experience and complex interre-
lated understandings developed.
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In FTT this means language learning and
teaching programmes should incorporate in-
tegrated, holistic approaches, and use a combi-
nation of approaches. Sharing productions, ex-
pressing students’ own experiences orally and in
writing, using guided reading texts, and writing

in different genres are examples which involve
the integration of design brief. Importantly, when
making sense of what they hear, read and view,
students need to bring together their experience
and knowledge of how texts work in order to de-
velop a project.

Effectively Using Technology

Technology involves the development of the
skills and knowledge used to make and construct
objects and products used in day-to-day living
and in the pursuit of special interests. It involves
modifying the environment. In Food and Tex-
tiles, technology is the application of knowledge,
skills and physical resources to practical situa-
tions. It involves process and design technology.
Students will apply the knowledge and skills to
design, make and improve objects, systems and

Language and Learning

The language associated with learning in sub-
ject areas is often abstract and demanding for
any learner. Learning is even more complex for
students who must learn through the medium of
their second language, English. Second language
learners of English are required to develop their
English language for school learning at the same
time as learning the subject content. They are ex-
pected to use English to reason through to con-
clusions, read and understand expository texts,
develop arguments, analyse, synthesise and eval-
uate ideas. Furthermore they are assessed in En-
glish on how well they express themselves either
orally or in writing. Students who learn English
as their second language may take at least 5 to 7

resources found in their environment in order to
solve problems encountered in this subject area.

Technology also involves the use of information
technology used to access information stored
electronically. Over time, information technolo-
gy will become more widely available and be in-
creasingly used in all areas of the curriculum to
create, locate and store information.

years to develop English language skills for aca-
demic learning compared to their peers for whom
English is the first language.

All students must develop the language asso-
ciated with learning in Food and Textile Technol-
ogy. Teachers in all subject areas are teachers of
language. In practice it requires Food and Textile
Technology classroom programmes to have spe-
cific language objectives. The language that stu-
dents will need in order to understand and talk
about Food and Textile Technology content and to
participate effectively in learning activities should
be identified and taught together with the appro-
priate content. In this way language is developed
in relevant and meaningful contexts.

Language Functions Across Subject Areas

Language functions refer to the purposes for
which language is being used. For example, lan-
guage can be used to express and respond to
greetings, give reasons, give instructions, ask for
help and so on. There are a number of language
functions necessary for understanding content
across the curriculum. A lot of language func-
tions are common to all subjects. For example,
whether students are learning about soil erosion
in Agricultural Science or food spoilage in Food

and Textile Technology, central to both topics is
the concept of cause and effect and the language
function involved is Expressing Cause and Effect.
The words and sentence structures used to ex-
press the same language function in different
subjects will be the same.

The table on the next page lists language func-
tions as required in the achievement objectives
within and across the applied subject areas.



Health and

. Agricultural Food and Business .
Language Functions ) . . Physical
Science Textiles Studies .
Education

Defining v v v v
Expressing cause and effect v v v v
Classifying v v v v
Describing: features, behaviours, properties, v v v v
functions, roles
Comparing and contrasting v v v v
Giving reasons v v v v
Giving instructions v v v v
Asking questions as in interviews v v 4 v
Describing change v v v v
Explain how: a natural process, a mechanical v v v v
process etc.
Stating principles v v v v
Expressing relative importance 4 v v v
Making a judgment v v v v
Explain why e.g., a phenomenon v 4 v v
Giving examples v v v v
Expressing conclusions v v v v
Expressing requirements 4 v v 4
Predicting v v v v
Hypothesising e.g., a design brief 4 v 4 4

TABLE 1

Language functions as required in the achievement objectives within and across the applied subject areas.

Communication SKkills

Communication skills are essential for all stu-
dents to develop. Students need to be able to in-
terpret and critically evaluate information that
is received either by listening, reading or view-
ing. They also need to be able to communicate
clearly, confidently and appropriately through
speaking and writing, and through other forms

of communication and technologies. The devel-
opment of these skills needs to be supported in
all areas of the curriculum. Like language skills,
communication skills required in the achieve-
ment objectives need to be identified and taught
together with the appropriate content.



The language and communication achieve-
ment objectives highlighted in this curriculum
statement are based on the types of texts stu-
dents are required to understand and produce
during a year’s programme in Food and Textile
Technology.

Although the achievement objectives are
subject related, they are linked to language and
communication skills being developed through
the Samoan Language Curriculum and English
Language Curriculum. They are highlighted
here because in addition to language being de-
veloped during Samoan and English classes,
there is a very real need for subject teachers to

Learning programmes therefore should have
these features:

e a planned integration of content and lan-
guage learning in interesting contexts;

e the provision of opportunities for students
to use language for both social and academic
purposes;

e a balanced use of listening and speaking,
reading and writing; viewing and presenting
through a range of activities that promote
learning and the skills of communication;

e focused instruction on language structures
found in Food and Textile Technology from

The Ministry of Education, Sports and Culture
is committed to providing high quality inclusive
education to all Samoan students within a school
culture based on respect and acceptance. A key
component of quality education is the provision
of appropriate programmes and support for
a diverse range of students in the gifted range.
The principle that ‘All students can be success-
ful learners’ recognises that all students can
succeed when they are provided with sufficient
time, support and effective teaching. This en-
sures that the aims of social justice and equity
are seen in practice as all students, irrespective

give attention to the language requirements of
their subjects. Guidelines for teaching the lan-
guage of different types of texts are included in
the teachers’ manuals.

The achievement objectives are organised
under two broad strands: Oral Language Com-
munication and Written Language Communi-
cation. The achievement objectives for each
year level are determined by the content objec-
tives of all the other strands. Students should
achieve these objectives through the learning
activities undertaken for the other strands in
the year level.

word forms and meanings to sentence pat-
terns, to the way information or ideas are
grouped and connected into longer texts;

e opportunities in learning activities for stu-
dents to interact with others in both Samoan
and English;

e frequent opportunities for meaningful inter-
action between teachers and students;

e teachers providing good models of language
use and a balanced use of Samoan and En-
glish separately.

of race, ethnicity, disability or socio-economic
background can achieve quality educational out-
comes. It acknowledges the right of all students
to be successfully enrolled in schools and expe-
rience success through participating in inclusive
educational programmes.

For all students, the need to cater for their in-
dividual needs and develop appropriate skills,
knowledge and personal attributes through a
holistic approach to learning is at the centre of
all educational programmes. All students have
the right to be included in their local school



where they will have the opportunity to access
the rich social and cultural setting to best devel-
op the social and cultural skills necessary to be
included in the wider community.

Gender

The Samoa Secondary School Curriculum: Cur-
riculum Overview requires education to be gen-
der-inclusive. This means that students should not
be excluded from developing good self-esteem or
from participating fully and successfully in learn-
ing because of narrow gender stereotypes.

Materials used with this curriculum must give
learners the opportunities to understand how
men and women and girls and boys can have a
wide range of occupations, tasks and responsi-
bilities. Materials must also use gender-neutral
language where possible.

School programmes and classroom learning
tasks should reflect the diversity of roles avail-
able to women and men and girls and boys.
Teachers need to ensure that gender is not an
obstacle to learning success or individual value.

It is the intent of this curriculum to be inclusive
of all students. Therefore even when not specified,
teachers should always take into the account the
needs of those students with a disability.

To ensure this, Food and Textile Technology pro-
grammes will:

e include the interests, perspectives and con-
tributions of both females and males in pro-
gramme content, resources and methods of
teaching;

e ensure that both females and males use Food
and Textile Technology equipment and take
part in investigations and practical work;

e ensure that both females and males take ac-
tive and valued leadership roles in activities;

e ensure females and males have equitable ac-
cess to resources, including teachers’ time,
learning assistance and technological equip-
ment.



Strand, Sub-strand and Learning
Outcomes by Levels
Years 9-12
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Terms and Definitions

Community

People having common rights etc, refers to the
Public, and people in general

Concept Drawing

Sketching ideas, and labelling them to show a
range of possible solutions to a design brief.

Consumer Responsibilities

The process of raising awareness, increasing
knowledge, developing skills and clarifying val-
ues to enable consumers to purchase wisely and
take appropriate steps when good s and services
offered are inadequate.

Design

« A statement in words, or pictures or a diagram;

e Structural design - having architectural, con-
structive or skeletal properties;

 Applied design - practical rather than theoret-
ical.

Design Brief

A brief statement which sets out the problem to
be solved or Instructions about the product you
have to make.

Closed Design brief is a statement that tells the
designer exactly what the client needs.

Open Design is a statement that gives the de-
signer some choices of creativity in skills, mate-
rials & tools to see that it meets the clients ex-
pectation.

Design Process

A series of actions, taking place in a planned
manner that produces a change or new develop-
ment. Concept drawings usually form part of the
preliminary action when ideas are explored.

Design Solution

The outcome or result of solving a design brief
or problem.

Disassemble

Take apart a product to find out how it is made
and what it is made from.

Environment

The physical surroundings and conditions that
affect people’s lives.

Evaluate

Based on findings from an investigation, a meth-
od of production or tests carried out on end
products. Students describe their findings, state
their preferences with reasons and make rec-
ommendations for improvement, where neces-
sary.

Marketable Quality

A product, plan or service developed that reach-
es a standard suitable for selling for profit.

Modify

An alteration to resources e.g., ingredients, ma-
terials and/or the method/order of construction
to make a product more suitable for a specified
purpose.

Multiplicity
A great number, various options possible.

Needs

The requirements, conditions or circumstances
that need to be met when solving a problem or
design brief.
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Technology

Our ability to apply our knowledge, our skills,
our understanding to design, make and improve
aspects of everyday living.

Process

A ‘process’ is a number of related techniques or
a planned sequence, a systematic series of ac-
tions such as stir-fry vegetables, making bread
or putting a sleeve into a blouse.

Product

An object or service produced by following a
plan of work.

Practical Activities

A task that involves students working with avail-
able resources to produce partial solutions to ev-
eryday problems.

Resource Management

Using available resources wisely to achieve max-
imum benefit.

Recycling

Reusing leftover products for a different purpose
to conserve resources and avoid waste.

Sensory Evaluation

A technique used to test the quality of a food
product e.g., appearance, aroma, flavour, texture.

Soifua Maloloina

Describes the health and well-being of an indi-
vidual, family or country. It embodies the whole
concept of health. It is not only the absence of
disease but also being physically, mentally, emo-
tionally, socially and spiritually healthy.

Society

Number of persons associated for a common in-
terest, community, partnership, and the Public.

Specification

A detailed statement usually derived from a de-
sign brief which describes the characteristics of
the product or system to be designed e.g., details
of appearance, size, shape, flavour, colour, nutri-
tional content, cost.

Synthetic Fibre

A fibre that has been manufactured usually
from chemicals. Used on its own to make strong
crease resistant fabrics or mixed with natural
fibres to improve care qualities.

Technique

A‘technique’is a single activity such as grate, chop,
peel, boil used to complete a process like making
a salad or a sauce. Machining and slip stitch are
examples of techniques used with textiles.
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